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Introduction

The Government of Korea (GOK) and the Global Information and Communications Technology (GICT) Department of the World Bank Group (WBG) have launched a partnership to advance the ICT for Development (ICT4D) agenda, with the goal of contributing to growth, and poverty reduction in developing countries. To this end, the GOK has established a $15 million Korean Trust Fund (KTF), which will be allocated over a three-year period.
infoDev, a multi-donor knowledge program focused on ICT4D and housed within GICT will manage and administer the KTF. 
Uses of the Fund
The KTF will fund ICT4D proposals submitted according to the following three themes: 
(i) Access to ICT Infrastructure and Services 
This theme refers to the provision of ubiquitous, cost-effective and user-friendly ICT infrastructure and services to developing countries, particularly to underserved and rural areas, in a manner that addresses existing market gaps in these countries; 
(ii) Mainstreaming the use of ICTs in key sectors 
This theme refers to the integration and effective use of ICTs as a tool in key economic and social sectors for development;
(iii) ICT-enabled Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
This theme refers to the use of ICTs to enhance the competitiveness of developing country economies, enterprise creation, (particularly at the SME level), and how ICTs can be used to harness innovation in developing countries for generating employment, economic prosperity and inclusion in the global knowledge society and economy. 
The KTF will support activities additional or complementary to the work of the WBG, but will not substitute Bank Budgeted activities. Proposals submitted may be country-specific, regional or global in nature.
To ensure that there are strong linkages between proposals and the strategic objectives of the Bank in ICT-for-Development, through this call for proposals, we are particularly interested to support strategic flagship projects that are cutting edge and that generate cross-border knowledge and capacity development related to  priority ICT4D challenges. These priority challenges include:

· Use of ICT for economic and social integration of rural areas; 

· Broadband connectivity; 

· Innovative applications in health, education, agriculture and rural development, clean technology and public financial management; 

· ICT-enabled enterprise creation; 

· Mobile applications.

Three types of work are eligible for funding: 

· Analytical work (Bank-executed) 
· Technical Assistance and Capacity Building Activities (Bank-executed or Recipient-executed) 
· Pilot or demonstrative projects (Recipient-executed). 
Where country-specific projects and activities are concerned, at the request of the GOK, priority will be given to proposals targeting the following countries: 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen, Angola, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Somalia, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistán.
Country-specific projects will need to be cleared with the applicable country unit in the World Bank or IFC.

Eligibility and Design Considerations
Eligibility: Staff members of all WBG operational units are eligible to submit proposals which are relevant to the WBG operational agenda and which are designed to demonstrate the development impact of ICTs 
The KTF shall support both recipient-executed and Bank-executed activities. However, each of the 9 proposals financed by the KTF first round of RFP is Bank executed, therefore in order to ensure compliance with the KTF Administration Agreement, in this round of RFP, special consideration will be given to Recipient executed proposals so as to achieve a balance between Bank and Recipient executed projects.
Timing of request: Proposals should be submitted during the announced RFP windows. RFPs are launched semi-annually. However, proposals submitted outside these cycles may be considered on an ad hoc basis if they are adjudged to be particularly relevant, significant and time-sensitive.
Execution: 

Consultant eligibility: all funds are provided on a fully untied basis.
Length of project: Except for pilots or demonstration projects, activities should be completed within 18 months after their approval. Pilots should be completed within 30 months after their approval. Exceptions may be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Funding Amount: There is no minimum threshold for the amount of funding requested in connection with project proposals. Any funding proposal above $100,000 will be sent to Korea for a no-objection notice.

In terms of the total number of projects approved in the first year of the KTF, it is anticipated to be as follows: 

	Estimated Project/Activity Cost
	# of Projects/Activities financed with round 1 of RFP

	Between $500K to $1 Million
	 5 projects


The second round of RFP will look to finance another batch of proposals for a total of $3 million.
Project-specific eligible expenditure: Projects submitted for approval may include the following expenditure categories:

1. Consultant and consulting firm fees in accordance with WBG guidelines. Please note that note that the Administrative Manual - AMS15.00, dated March 2007 will be followed in the Selection and Use of Consultants by the World Bank for operational work financed under the present Trust Funds.
2. Consultant and consulting firms travel and out-of-pocket expenses in accordance with WBG guidelines

3. Selection and employment of consultants in accordance with WGB guidelines.
4. WBG staff time and travel expenses, to be estimated on a case-by-case basis and to be fully justified as part of the overall proposal, with a maximum of 30% of total project cost. WBG staff time and travel expenses will cover activities such as supervision, work related to coordinating consultants and consulting firms, drafting terms of references and expression of interest and review of final products.  WBG staff time and travel may also include extended-term contract staff time (salaries and benefits) and travel expenses.

5. Printing costs of final reports.

6. Costs associated with workshops and symposia, such as conference room rentals, travel costs, equipment rentals, etc.

7. Works and equipment procurement in accordance with WBG procurement guidelines (for pilot or demonstration projects)

Project Selection Criteria
All proposals which meet the selection criteria set out below will be deemed eligible and will be individually evaluated by the KTF Selection Committee.
1. Endorsements: The KTF Selection Committee will only consider proposals that have received the following endorsements:
For Bank Staff

	Product type
	Country Unit Management
	Sector Unit Management
	Regional TF Coordinator

	Country Product
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Regional Product
	Yes (at least 2 units)
	Yes
	Yes

	Global Product
	No
	Yes
	Yes


For IFC Staff

	Product type
	Country Manager
	Industry Director
	Regional Director

	Country Product
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Regional Product
	Yes (at least 2 units)
	Yes
	Yes

	Global Product
	No
	Yes
	Yes


2. Criteria for global products: The KTF Selection Committee will only consider proposals that address key, demonstrable global knowledge gaps in the field of ICT4D.
3. Criteria for country and regional products: The KTF Selection Committee will only consider proposals which respond to a clear need and demand from developing country/countries and which are likely to have a measurable, high and sustainable development impact.  These proposals must be shown to be aligned with the objectives of the Bank’s Country or Regional Assistance Strategy, and be supported by the relevant country or regional management unit (CMU) of the WBG.  While CMU budget contribution is not required, securing this matching funding will be seen as evidence of CMU commitment.
Process Guidelines
These guidelines are designed to ensure a demand-driven and transparent selection of activities from a broad cross-section of WBG units. 

This round of RFP will be evaluated in 2 stages:

Once the RFP is launched, the participants will have 3 weeks to submit a one (1) page proposal describing their projects, who would implement it and a brief statement describing why this project should be selected by the Committee. These proposals must be submitted on line at the following address: www.infodev.org/KTFonICT4D
Once infoDev has received all the proposals the following procedures shall apply:

1. 
The KTF Officer will review the concept notes for consistency with the KTF criteria and submit the eligible proposals to a Strategic Review Panel for evaluation. The Strategic Review Panel will comprise GICT Managers/Advisors as well as external ICT4D expert. 
2. After review and evaluation of the concept notes for their content and alignment with the strategic objectives of the Bank in ICT-for-Development, the Strategic Review Panel will establish a short list of proposals. The Panel will then invite full proposals from the short listed candidates after giving them guidance on ways to best relate their proposals to priority topics, to other proposals and on how to create explicit bridges and collaborations between Bank Group units and global knowledge efforts in ICT for Development.  

3. The TTLs of the pre-selected proposals will have 1 month to submit a full proposal to infoDev.
4. The full proposals will be reviewed by the KTF officer to ensure that they have received all required endorsement. The KTF Officer will then submit the proposals to a panel of Technical experts who will review the proposals and provide their feedback to the KTF Officer within two weeks, indicating whether they support the proposals or not. 
8. 
The KTF Officer will forward the proposals and the expert’s feedback to the Selection Committee (the KTF Selection Committee, includes three Managers and one Regional/Sector representative) who will review the documents and select the proposals to be funded by the KTF 
11. 
The KTF Officer will then submit the selected proposals, together with comments from the KTF Selection Committee, to the Government of Korea (GoK) for a no-objection notice. Korea sends endorsement or rejection within 15 days.
12.
Notice letter sent to proponents. Upon receipt of clearance from Korea, the list of proposals to be funded under the present tranche of the KTF will be finalized. A notice will be sent to the proponents of recipient and Bank executed projects notifying them of the selection of their project by the KTF Selection Committee.
13.
TTLs implement the projects subject to normal quality assurance processes of their units, including the dissemination, monitoring and evaluation and knowledge sharing outputs stipulated in the project application.  During the project implementation phase, TTLs are expected to submit semi-annual ISR progress reports to the KTF Officer for review and to respond promptly to any queries and comments made by the KTF Officer.
14.
Upon completion of the projects, the TTLs will prepare an Implementation Completion Report (ICR). infoDev will participate in the formal ICR review of the proposal and provide comments/recommendation on the report.

15.
A copy of the final ICR will be forwarded to the GoK along with a documentation package on the project.
Intellectual Property

Consistent with infoDev’s objectives to enhance and disseminate knowledge and encourage easy replication of successful projects, infoDev retains ownership of all project deliverables (including any intellectual property in such deliverables) funded by it, and may place such deliverables in the public domain. The proponent must recognize and agree with this objective of knowledge sharing and dissemination through infoDev.

To the extent that there is any intellectual property previously developed by the proponent or by third parties, such previously developed intellectual property should be clearly identified in the proposal.  

Timetable

The indicative timetable for the second RFP is as follows.

April 6, 2009:
Request for 1 page proposals is issued 

April 27, 2009: 
Deadline to submit Proposal, Initial review by TF Officer
May 3, 2009:
TTLs of Pre-selected proposals are invited to submit a full proposal
June 03 2009:
Deadline for submission of the full proposals
June 17, 2009
Experts provide feedback on the full proposals

June 25, 2009
Selection Committee meets to review proposals and feedback from the experts

June 29, 2009
infoDev submits proposals to Donor for no-objection notice 
July 17, 2009:
Donor approvals are received
July 20, 2009
Notices sent to applicants

July 24, 2009
Start of GFR Process 
Contacts and submission
All queries on the objectives and priorities, application process, eligibility criteria and TF policy should be directed to the KTF Officer, Catherine Burtonboy (202) 473-9816, cburtonboy@worldbank.org.
Deadline: Proposals must be submitted via Intranet, using the link enclosed, no later than April 27, 2009 COB Washington time.

www.infodev.org/KTFonICT4D
PAGE  
8

